
 

Scenario What section of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms is at play in each scenario?  

Maria is a new immigrant who wants to organize a 
public rally to speak out about climate change. A 

local official tells her that the rally might be 
canceled if it’s too controversial. 

 Section 2: Fundamental Freedoms 
 
Maria should be able to exercise her rights to freedom of 
expression and peaceful assembly, provided that the 
permit requirements are met, and the rally remains 
peaceful.  

Ahmed is applying for a government job and finds 
out that his application is rejected. He later learns 

that the company has a history of not hiring people 
from his ethnic background. 

Section 15: Equality Rights 
 
Section 15 of the Charter provides a framework for 
challenging and addressing discriminatory practices in 
employment, ensuring that everyone has an equal 
opportunity to benefit from the law and societal 
institutions without facing unfair treatment due to their 
race or ethnic origin. 

Lena is pulled over by the police for a traffic 
violation. During the stop, the police search her car 
without her consent and find personal items they 

use to charge her with a different crime. 

Section 8: Search and Seizure 
 
In this scenario, Lena can argue that the police’s search of 
her car was conducted without proper justification or 
consent, potentially rendering it unreasonable under 
Section 8. If the search is deemed unreasonable, any 
evidence obtained as a result could be excluded from her 
criminal proceedings, reinforcing the protection of privacy 
and the requirement for lawful conduct by law 
enforcement. 

Alex, a recent immigrant to Canada, is excited about 
participating in a large protest against a new 

government policy. However, the city has imposed a 
restriction on the number of people who can gather 
to ensure public safety. Alex is frustrated but later 

learns that this restriction is a necessary measure to 
balance individual freedoms with public safety 

concerns. 

Section 1: Reasonable limits 
 
Section 1 of the Charter comes into play by allowing limits 
on Alex’s freedom of assembly. It allows for restrictions 
that are deemed necessary to ensure public safety (for 
e.g., city bylaws), as long as these restrictions are 
reasonable and can be demonstrably justified in the 
context of maintaining a balance between individual rights 
and the needs of society. 

Omar is facing criminal charges and is concerned 
about his rights during the legal process. He finds 

out that the Charter provides several protections for 
individuals charged with crimes, including the right 

to a fair trial and protection against being tried 
twice for the same offense. 

Section 11: Legal Rights in Criminal Matters 
 
Section 11 of the Charter ensures that Omar be informed 
of his charges, that his trial is fair, that he is presumed 
innocent, and that he is not subjected to double jeopardy, 
among other protections. Understanding these protections 
helps Omar safeguard his rights and ensures that any legal 
proceedings against him are conducted justly and in 
accordance with the Charter. 



Jamie is an adult facing trial for a non-violent crime. 
While in pre-trial detention, Jamie is placed in a cell 
with inadequate ventilation and minimal access to 

exercise. Jamie’s lawyer argues that these 
conditions are violating Jamie’s basic rights and 

seeks a legal remedy. 

Section 7: Life, liberty, and security of person 
 
Section 7 would come into play to determine whether the 
conditions of detention violate the individual’s right to 
security of the person. Section 12, which provides 
protections against cruel and unusual treatment or 
punishment, may also come into play.  

Sara, who has just moved to Canada, starts a blog to 
share her personal views on various social issues. 
Her neighbour, who disagrees with her opinions, 
tries to shut down her blog. Sara learns that her 

ability to express her views freely is protected by the 
Charter. 

Section 2: Fundamental Freedoms 
 
Section 2 of the Charter, specifically Section 2(b) 
concerning freedom of expression, plays a crucial role in 
protecting Sara’s right to run her blog and share her 
personal views on social issues. This protection ensures 
that Sara can express herself freely and that any attempts 
by her neighbour to restrict or shut down her blog would 
be inconsistent with the Charter’s guarantees. Sara’s right 
to communicate her ideas and opinions is safeguarded, 
reinforcing the value of open discourse in a democratic 
society. 

Nina notices that a government job posting appears 
to favour candidates from specific backgrounds, 

which raises concerns about potential 
discrimination. She learns that the Charter 

guarantees her right to equality and protection from 
discrimination. 

Section 15: Equality Rights 
 
Section 15 of the Charter ensures that Nina, and others, 
are protected against discrimination and guaranteed equal 
treatment under the law. If the job posting appears to 
favour certain backgrounds in a way that could be 
discriminatory, Nina has the right to challenge this under 
Section 15. Any preferential treatment or discriminatory 
practice must be justified and aligned with the principles of 
equality and non-discrimination guaranteed by the 
Charter.  However, Section 15 does give the government 
the ability to enact laws/programs/activities that have as 
their goal the improvement of conditions of traditionally 
disadvantaged groups.  

John, who recently moved to Canada, is surprised 
when the police want to search his home without a 
warrant. He is informed that the Charter protects 

him from unreasonable search and seizure. 

Section 8: Search and Seizure 
 
Section 8 of the Charter is designed to protect John from 
unreasonable searches and seizures. If the police seek to 
search John’s home without a warrant and without valid 
grounds, this would likely violate his rights under Section 8. 
John has the right to contest the search and to ensure that 
any evidence obtained through an unreasonable search is 
not used against him in legal proceedings. 



A local religious group is denied permission to hold 
their weekly meetings in a community center 

because of their religious practices. 

Section 2: Fundamental Freedoms 
 
Section 2 of the Charter, particularly Section 2(a), is 
integral in protecting the religious freedoms of individuals 
and groups. In the case where a religious group is denied 
permission to use a community center because of their 
religious practices, the denial of access could be challenged 
as a violation of this fundamental freedom, particularly if it 
appears to discriminate against the group based on their 
religious beliefs.  Section 2(a), freedom of religion, ensures 
their right to freely practice and express their religion.  

Leila is worried about a friend who has been 
detained by authorities without a clear reason. She 

learns that the Charter protects against arbitrary 
detention or imprisonment. 

Section 9: Detention or Imprisonment 
 
Section 9 of the Charter is crucial in protecting individuals 
from arbitrary detention or imprisonment. If Leila’s friend 
is detained without a clear reason, this may constitute a 
violation of her rights under Section 9. The authorities are 
required to provide lawful justification for any detention, 
and detainees have the right to be informed of the reasons 
for their detention. If Leila’s friend’s detention is found to 
be arbitrary, legal remedies are available to address the 
violation and ensure that her rights are upheld. 

 


